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Cruising Club of America to Present 2009 Blue Water Medal to Annie Hill and Trevor Robertson 
 
New York, N.Y., USA (January 21, 2010) – The Cruising Club of America has selected Annie Hill and 
Trevor Robertson to receive its prestigious 2009 Blue Water Medal in recognition of a life of cruising 
and voyaging that best exemplifies the objects and goals of the CCA. The award will be presented on 
March 5, 2010 by CCA Commodore Sheila McCurdy (Middletown, R.I.) during the club’s annual 
Awards Dinner at the New York Yacht Club, in New York. 
 
In 1997 Robertson built Iron Bark, a 35-foot steel gaff cutter in Queensland, Australia. In 1998 he 
single-handed it from New Zealand around Cape Horn to the Antarctic Peninsula where he wintered 
over, frozen in at Alice Creek, Wiencke Island. On January 4, 2000, Iron Bark broke out of the ice and 
after cruising for a few weeks in the Antarctic Peninsula Robertson departed for the Falkland Islands and 
then sailed directly to Trinidad. 
 
Annie Hill joined Iron Bark in 2002 and together they sailed from Trinidad to Labrador, Canada before 
returning to Baddeck, Nova Scotia. After returning to the U.K. in 2003 and later sailing to Tobago and 
then Trinidad, they readied Iron Bark for another trip north in 2004. From the U.S. Virgin Islands they 
passaged to Halifax and loaded provisions for 500 days.  
 
On July 1 they departed and sailed north up the Greenland coast looking for suitable winter quarters. 
They chose Nako Island, at 72 degrees 40 North. On November 5 Iron Bark was frozen in and by June 
8, 2005 they had broken free. After a few weeks they departed for Trinidad. It is believed that Iron Bark 
is the first vessel to winter unsupported in both the Arctic and Antarctic.  
 
In February 2006 they left for New Zealand via the Panama Canal. With stops in the Galapagos Islands 
and many Pacific islands, they arrived in New Zealand on November 9 after sailing 10,500 miles. 
 
Annie Hill left England in 1975 on her first Atlantic crossing in a 28-foot Wharram designed catamaran. 
She has made 17 Atlantic crossings! Her cruising has included Europe, the Caribbean, South America, 
South Africa, Labrador, Newfoundland, Greenland, and she has also circumnavigated South Georgia. 
All told, she has sailed approximately 165,000 miles. 
 
Trevor Robertson’s cruising also started in 1975 when he did an 8,000 mile cruise in a 34-foot wooden 
sloop from Western Australia to South Africa. Navigation was by plastic sextant and lead line. He has 
sailed from Australia to the Caribbean via the Suez Canal in a 30-foot fiberglass sloop with no 
electronics. In 1989 he returned to Australia via the Panama Canal and New Zealand, a trip of 19,000 
miles singlehanded. In total, Trevor Robertson has logged 140,500 miles. 



 
From 2007 to 2009 the couple spent time cruising in New Zealand, Tasmania and Queensland, 
Australia. In November 2009, Trevor departed from Nelson, New Zealand solo aboard Iron Bark bound 
for Chile. 
 
In addition to presenting its Blue Water Medal, the CCA will present the following 2009 Award 
Citations: 
 
The Rod Stephens Trophy for Outstanding Seamanship awarded to Maurice and Sophie Conti for 
their rescue of the crew of the 10m ketch Timella on October 12, 2008. The New Zealand High 
Commission recommended Maurice and Sophie Conti for heroism awards and in November 2009, they 
traveled to London to receive the United Nation’s International Maritime Organization Award for 
Exceptional Bravery at Sea. 
 
The Far Horizons Award awarded to Lin and Larry Pardey in recognition of their lifetime of cruising 
and voyaging. The Pardeys hold the record for the smallest boat to have circumnavigated contrary to the 
prevailing winds around all the great southern capes. They are the only couple to have circumnavigated 
both east-about and west-about on boats they built themselves, using traditional means of navigation and 
having no engine or sponsorship. 
 
The Richard S. Nye Trophy awarded to John P. Rousmaniere, who has brought distinction to the 
Cruising Club of America as a sailor, writer, and historian. He is best known as a prolific author, and his 
books such as Desirable and Undesirable Characteristics of  Offshore Yachts, The Annapolis Book of 
Seamanship, Fastnet Force 10, A Berth to Bermuda, and many others have been a source of information 
and inspiration to sailors around the world. He has also served the sport of sailing as a moderator at 
Safety at Sea Seminars, as a lecturer, and researcher on man overboard recovery techniques. 
 
About the Cruising Club of America 
The Cruising Club of America is dedicated to offshore cruising, voyaging and the “adventurous use of 
the sea” through efforts to improve seamanship, the design of seaworthy yachts, safe yachting 
procedures and environmental awareness.  Now in its 89th year, the club has 10 stations throughout the 
U.S., Canada and Bermuda, with approximately 1200 members who are qualified by their experience in 
offshore passage making.  In even-numbered years, the CCA organizes the Newport to Bermuda Race in 
conjunction with the Royal Bermuda Yacht Club.  It also sponsors several Safety at Sea seminars and 
hosts a series of “Suddenly Alone” seminars for the cruising couple.  For more information on the CCA, 
go to http://www.cruisingclub.org. 
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Photo caption: The Cruising Club of America has selected Annie Hill and Trevor Robertson to receive 
its prestigious 2009 Blue Water Medal in recognition of a life of cruising and voyaging that best 
exemplifies the objects and goals of the CCA.  
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